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a platform erected on a lofty, conspicuous scaffold, which was slowly
drawn by eight horses. This was followed by a great many chariots,
some covered with purple and embroidered canopies, and some with
green boughs, which were continually supplied afresh, and in them
the rest of his friends and commanders drinking, and crowned with
garlands of flowers. Here was now no target or helmet or spear to
be seen; instead of armour, the soldiers handled nothing but cups
and goblets and Thericlean drinking vessels, which, along- the whole
way, they dipped into large bowls and jars, and drank healths to
one another, some seating themselves to it, others as they went along.
All places resounded with music of pipes and flutes, with harping
and singing, and women dancing as in the rites of Bacchus. For this
disorderly, wandering- march, besides the drinking part of it, was
accompanied with all the sportiveness and insolence of bacchanals,
as much as if the god himself had been there to countenance and
lead the procession. As soon as he came to the royal palace of
Gedrosia, he again refreshed and feasted his army; and one day
after he had drunk pretty hard, It is said, lie went to see a prize of
dancing contended for, in which his favourite Bagoas, having gained
the victory, crossed the theatre in his dancing habit, and sat down
close by him, which so pleased the Macedonians that they made
loud acclamations for him to kiss Bagoas, and never stopped clapping
their hands and shouting till Alexander put his arms round him and
kissed him.
Here his admiral, Nearchus, came to him, and delighted him so
with the narrative of his voyage, that he resolved himself to sail
out of the mouth oi the Euphrates with a great fleet, with which he
designed to go round by Arabia and Africa, and so by Hercules's
Pillars into the Mediterranean; In order for which, he directed
all sorts of vessels to be built at Thapsacus, and made great pro-
visions everywhere of sea-men and pilots. But the tidings of the
difficulties he had gone through In his Indian expedition, the danger
of his person among the Mallians, the reported loss of a considerable
part of his forces, and a general doubt as to his own safety, had
begun to give occasion for revolt among many of the conquered
nations, and for acts of great injustice, avarice, and insolence on the
part of the satraps and commanders in the provinces, so that there
seemed to be an universal fluctuation and disposition to change.
Even at home, Olympias and Cleopatra had raised a faction against
Antipater, and divided his government between them, Olympias
seizing upon Epirus, and Cleopatra upon Macedonia. When Alex-
ander was told of it, he said his mother had made the best choice,
for the Macedonians would never endure to be ruled by a woman.
Upon this he dispatched Nearchus again to his fleet, to carry the war
Into the maritime provinces, and as he marched that way himself he